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SUBJ: NEW SOVIET TACK ON FREE EXCHANGE OE PEOPLES AND IDEAS 
REE: MOSCOW 9771 

1. SUMMARY: PAST WEEK HAS SEEN PUBLIC EMERGENCE OF NEW SOVIET 
LINE ON QUESTION OE EREE EXCHANGE OF PEOPLES AND IDEAS (ONE OF 
THORNIER ISSUES ON AGENDA OF SECOND STAGE CSCE TALKS). GENERAL 
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"VICTORY THROUGH CONTACTS" DURING SPEECH AT ALMA ATA AUGUST 15. 
POSITION WAS REITERATED DURING NATIONWIDE TELEVISION QUESTION 
AND ANSWER PROGRAM CONDUCTED BY PRAVDA COMMENTATOR ZHUKOV ON 
AUGUST 19. END SUMMARY 

2. ATTEMPTING TO PUT BEST FOOT EORWARD IN HANDLING WHAT IS 
DIEFICULT DOMESTIC POLITICAL USSUE, BREZHNEV, DURING NATIONALLY 
TLEVISED SPEECH EROM KAZAKHSTAN AUGUST 15 (REFTEL), WELCOMED 
CONCEPT OE EREE EXCHANGE OF PEOPLES AND IDEAS. PROCEEDING EROM 
POSITION THAT CPSU IS CONVINCED OF CORRECTNESS OE ITS PATH AND 
OE MARXIST-LENINIST IDEOLOGY, BREZHNEV PREDICTED THAT EXPANSION 
OE CONTACTS AND TIES "WILL HELP GREATLY TO SPREAD THE TRUTH ABOUT 
SOCIALISM AND WIN MORE AND MORE SUPPORTERS OVER TO THE SIDE OF 
THE IDEAS OF SCIENTIFIC COMMUNISM." 

3. BOWING IN THE DIRECTION OE THE IDEOLOGISTS, BREZHNEV 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT WORK MUST BE DONE TO PREPARE THE POPULACE EOR 
BATTLE OE IDEAS. HE SPECIEICALLY CALLED UPON THE NATION'S 
PROPAGANDISTS "TO MASTER THE LENINIST SKILL OF POLITICALLY 
EDUCATING THE MASSES." 

4. PRAVDA COMMENTATOR ZHUKOV QUICKLY PICKED UP CUDGELS IN 
DISCUSSION OF EXCHANGE OE PEOPLES AND IDEAS ON TELEVISED 
QUESTION AND ANSWER PROGRAM AUGUST 19. ZHUKOV LABELLED AS 
"CRUDE LIES" THE DESCRIPTION OE SOVIET POSITION ON THIS 

ISSUE GIVEN BY WESTERN OPPONENTS OE THE USSR. ON CONTRARY, 

SOVIET UNION BY NO MEANS IS AFRAID OF CONTEST OE IDEAS AND 
IS CONVINCED THAT SUCH COMPETITION WILL AID IN DISSEMINATING 
TRUTH ABOUT SOCIALISM AND BRING NEW SUPPORTERS TO ITS SIDE. 

ZHUKOV EURTHER OBSERVED THAT IT IS ONE THING TO HAVE PRINCIPLED 
ARGUMENTS; HOWEVER, IT IS QUITE SOMETHING ELSE TO ENGATE IN 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES WITH INTENTION OE INTERVENING IN THE 
INTERNAL AEFAIRS OE ANOTHER STATE AND CAUSING DOWNFALL IF A 
GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM CHOSEN BY THE PEOPLE. 

5. COMMENT: NEW SOVIET LINE OF "VICTORY THROUGH CONTACTS" CLEARLY 
IS ATTEMPT TO PUT ENTIRE CONCEPT OE EXCHANGE OF CONTACTS AND IDEAS 
IN POSITIVE AND ACCEPTABLE IDEOLOGICAL EORM. IT SUPPLANTS PRE- 
VIOUS SOVIET POSITION WHICH GRUDGINGLY ACCEPTED, IN RATHER 
DEEENSIVE MANNER, INCREASED CONTACTS AS PRICE EOR MOVEMENT ON 
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